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STAT The Geosat
Committee, Inc.

TO: Friends of Geosat and Landsat Supporters

FROM: Frederick B. Henderson IIlI, President FUIEE

DATE: February 22, 1989

SUBJ: Future of Landsat Program

The future of the Landsat program is clear. At present, NOAA is planning to
shut down Landsats 4 and 5 on March 31, 1989. The 1988 NOAA sponsored studies
and 1989 NOAA Action Plan for the Landsat 6 follow-on are embargoed by OMB and
NOAA with no immediate plans for public release. The 1990 budget presently has
funding for continued development of Landsat 6.

Should Landsats 4 and 5 be terminated while still operational and collecting
worldwide MSS and TM data? It would take a minimal portion of funds from NOAA's
budget to keep these satellites operational. Short term funding to maintain operations
could be found if DOC/NQOAA's upper management would alter their priorities slightly.
Unfortunately, there has been no indication of additional Congressional funding unless
it is through the supplemental budget process in June.

Consequently, the Geosat Board of Directors recommend you write, telex or
FAX your opinions NOW to your Senators and Congressman with copies to Senators
Ernest Hollings and Warren Rudman and Congressmen Robert Roe and Neal Smith
(addresses enclosed). Copies should also be sent to U.S. Secretary of Commerce Robert
A. Mosbacher, NOAA Administrator William Evans and EOSAT President Charles
Williams. Copies will be effective if sent to your local newspapers and The Washington
Post. The letter would be most effective stated in your own words expressing why
shutting down Landsats 4 and 5 would be detrimental. A copy of my letter on Geosat's
behaif to Secretary Mosbacher is also enclosed for your information. The Geosat
office would also appreciate receiving copies of any of your letters for our records
and possible hearings and testimony on this issue.

For Geosat non-U.S. companies, we ask that you write directly to Mosbacher,
Evans, or Williams. Expressing your opinions in this matter is equally important as
that of domestic U.S. companies.

Your support now is CRITICAL if you wish to see Landsats 4 and 5 remain
operational. If you have any questions or need additional information, please call
the Geosat office.

FBHIII:1g
Enclosures

601 Elm Street, Rm. #438C
Norman, Oklahoma 73019
(405) 325-3329
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. Senator Ernest F. Hollings
U.S. SENATE
125 SROB
Washington, D.C. 20510-4001
(202) 224-6121 Telephone
(202) 224-3573 FAX

Senator Warren Rudman

U.S. SENATE

530 SHOB

Washington, D.C. 20510-2902
(202) 224-3324 Telephone

Congressman Neal Smith

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2373 RHOB :
Washington, D.C. 20515-1504

(202) 225-4426 Telephone

Congressman Robert A. Roe

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2243 RHOB

Washington, D.C. 20515-3008

(202) 225-5751 Telephone

(202) 225-3071 FAX

U.S. Secretary Robert A. Mosbacher

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

14th & Constitution Ave., N.W., Room 5851
Washington, D.C. 20230

(202) 377-2112 Telephone

(202) 377-2741 FAX

Dr. William E. Evans, Under Secretary

and Administrator .

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

14th & Constitution Ave., N.W,, Room 5128
Washington, D.C. 20230

(202) 377-3436 Telephone

(202) 377-8203 FAX

Mr. Charles P. Williams, President
EOSAT

4300 Forbes Blvd.

Lanham, MD 20706

(301) 552-0500 Telephone

(301) 552-0507 FAX
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The Geosat
Committee, Inc.

February 10, 1989

- - -

Honorable Robert A. Mosbacher

U.S. Secretary of Commerce

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
14th & Constitution Ave., N.W.
Herbert C. Hoover Building, Room 5851
Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Secretary Mosbacher:

The United States again stands on the brink of losing another U.S. technology
to Japan, France and others. Around the world, countries are rapidly developing
civil land observing satellite systems to provide global economic resource intelligence
for their own national economic and security needs. The U.S. Landsat program is
stymied because of its premature push into commercialization. Also the lack of continuing
government commitment to the development of U.S. Landsat technology and recognition
of it as a U.S. national asset in face of growing international competition has been
a hindrance.

The Landsat system is a national asset because it jointly serves public, national
security, and foreign policy interests of the United States. It provides long term
monitoring capabilities for growing U.S. and international studies of earth systems
and global change and provides the U.S. economy with global resource intelligence
necessary for U.S. competition in the world market place. Landsat serves to stimulate
U.S. technological commercial opportunities at home and abroad.

The future of this U.S. technological asset will be determined largely by the
Bush Administration. The Administration, along with Congress, must first determine
whether continuity of civil land observing satellites is in the U.S. national interests
and worthy of further government support. This technology's future cannot be the
sole responsibility of U.S. commercial industry. The longer term issues must be carefully
deliberated by both the government and by the private sector.

In the short term, there are three urgent actions we ask you as Secretary of
Commerce to take immediately:

e e it e — -

X
: 601 Elm Street, Rm. #438C
T Norman, Oklahoma 73019
" (405) 325-3329 o
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TEE GEOSAT COMXITTEE, INC.
1988 BOARD Or DIRECTORS

Dr. Anthony R. Barringer
BARRINGER RESOURCES
25060 Montane Drive Eest
Golden, CO 80401

(303) %26-1119

FAX (303) 526-0348

Dr. Kenneth Ciriacks
Exploration Manager
ANOCO PRODUCTION
P.O. Box 3092 :
Houston, TX 77253
(713) 556-4414

FAX (713) $56-2136

Dr. Richard E. Clarke

Manager, Remote Semsing Group
BRITISH PETROLEUM DEVELOPMENT L
Remote Sensing Group (EXT) '
Britannic House (VAO8), Moor Lane
Loadon EC2Y 9BU

011-441-920-6116

FAX 011-441-920-8680

Dr. Norman Guinzy
Manager, Exploration Research
& Technical Service

MOBIL RESEARCE & DEVELOPMENT
P.O. Box 891047

Dallas, TX 75381

(214) 851-8204

FAX (214) 851-8185

Mr. Kurt B. Hagen
President, Alumni/Consultants
Chapter

1301 S.E. Harned Drive
Bartlesville, OK 74006
(918) 333-1863

Dr. Prederick B. Henderson III
President

THE GEOSAT COMMITTEE, INC.

601 Elm Street, Room 438C
Norman, OK 73019

(405) 325-3329

FAX (405) 325-3327

Mr. William Kaufman

Manager, Geological Services

& Exploration Technmology

SUN EXPLORATION & PRODUCTIOR CO.
P.C. Box 830936

Richardson, TXI 75083-0836
{(214) 470-1950

FAX (214) 470-1246

Dr. Joha MacDonsld

President

MACDORALD-DETTVILER ASSOCIATES
13800 Commerce Parkway
Richmond, B.C.

CANADA, V6V 2J3

(804) 278-3411 ,

FAX (604) 378-2117

Kr. Cole ¥cClure

Kacager, Ecgiceering Geology
BECETEL CORPORATIOE

P.O. Box 3965

San Francisco, CA& 94119

' (415) 768-8214

FAX (415) 768-5539

Nr. Robert Porter
President

EARTHSAT

7222 47th Street

Chevy Chase, MD 2081S
(301) 951-0104

FAX (301) 9514077

Dr. Alfredo Prelat
Manager, Remote Sensing
UNOCAL RESEARCH CENTER

P.O. Box 76 (376 S. Valencia)
Brea, CA 92621

(714) 528-7201, ext. 1374
FAX (714) S28-7201, ext. 1610

Dr. Mark Settle, Chairman
Hanager, Integrated
Exploration Research
ARCO EXPLORATION &
PRODUCTION RESEARCH
2300 ¥. Plano Parkway
Dallas, TX 75075

(214) 754-3667 or 3718
FAX (214) 754-3691

Dr. Irwin Supernaw
Senior Scientist
TEXACO

P.O. Box 425
Bellaire, TX 77401
(713) 432-3382

PAX (713) 432-3185

Dr. James ¥. Taranik
President

DESERT RESEARCH INSTITUTE
University of Nevada Systems
P.0. Box 70220

Beno, NV 89506

(702) 673-7312

FAX (702) 673-7397

Mr. Oliver Warin
Exploration Manager
BEP~UTAE INTERNATIONAL, INC.
550 Califoruia Street
San Prancisco, CA 94104
(415) 981-1518
FAX (415) 398-0154 or

(415) s82-9118

February 1989
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